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Saco Board of Education
Minutes of October 12, 2004

8:00 PM

Meeting Called to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Galli, at 8:03 PM. Members present: Chair
David Galli, Vice Chair Carol Doyle, Jeff Robinson, Jean Leach,Lorraine Whelan,
Cindy Belanger, Michel Ohayon, Interim Superintendent Wallace, Principals Peter
Harrison, Steve Marquis, Maureen McMullin, Rick Talbot, Business Manager
Dennis Carignan, Special Education Director Cathi Faust and Technology Director
Dave Saltmarsh.
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited

Approval of Minutes dated September 28, 2004
A motion was made by Carol Doyle, seconded by Jean Leach to approve the
minutes of September 28, 2004 as amended showing Jeff Robinson as attending and
Lorraine Whelan as absent.  Voted unanimously.  Motion passed.

Adjustments to the Agenda
Item XI.A.  Adult Ed Committee meeting report was removed.

Correspondence
The Superintendent noted the September Expenditure Report and the 2003-2004
Final Year End Expenditure Report were provided for the BoardÕs review. 

An invitation was sent by the York County Superintendent Association regarding a
meeting on Essential Programs and Services (EPS) which will  be held at Sanford
High School on Monday, October 25, 2004 from 6:30  to 8:30 PM.

Public Session
No one from the public spoke.

Jeff Robinson spoke on safe hunting.

Superintendent’s Report
The Superintendent noted new hires since the last meeting.

Superintendent Wallace asked that the Board have a workshop to discuss the Adult
Education building.  The Board scheduled the workshop for October 26 at 6:30 PM
before the regular meeting.

Superintendent Wallace noted interviews for Superintendent were being held this
week and the committee hoped to narrow the candidates to the top one or two. 
Discussion was held on the process once a candidate was selected to go before the
Union Board for approval.

Staff Reports
None

Committee Reports
Chair Galli reported on the Tri Community meeting.  The Palesky Tax Cap Initiative
was discussed at the meeting.
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Old Business/Action Items
None
 
New Business/Action Items
Resolution from MSMA regarding Palesky Tax Cap Initiative
The Superintendent reviewed the resolution put forth by MSMA and the fact that the
Board could change and adopt the resolution if they wished.

A motion was made by Carol Doyle, seconded by Michel Ohayon to discuss the
resolution regarding the Palesky Tax Cap Initiative.  Voted unanimously.  Motion
passed.

Discussion was held on the proposed resolution, the past tax cap and the impact of it
on the schools, how the each Board member felt about the tax cap initiative and
proposed changes to the resolution before adoption of it by the Board.

A motion was made by Jeff Robinson, seconded by Michel Ohayon to change
paragraph one of the resolution striking Òof our young people and theÓ.  Voted 1-6
(Michel Ohayon, Cindy Belanger, Jean Leach, Carol Doyle, David Galli, Lorraine
Whelan).  Motion failed.

A motion was made by Jeff Robinson, seconded Michel Ohayon to change the third
paragraph of the resolution striking Òby $530,000,000 a yearÓ.  Voted 5-2 (Lorraine
Whelan, Cindy Belanger).  Motion passed.

A motion was made by Carol Doyle, seconded by Michel Ohayon to change the
fourth paragraph of the resolution to read Òbe detrimentalÓ rather than ÒdevastateÓ. 
Voted 2-5 (David Galli, Jean Leach, Michel Ohayon, Lorraine Whelan, Cindy
Belanger).  Motion failed.

A motion was made by Jeff Robinson, seconded by Michel Ohayon to RESOLVE,
TO DECLARE THE INTENT OF THE SACO BOARD OF EDUCATION TO
OPPOSE PASSAGE OF THE PALESKY TAX CAP INITIATIVE.

WHEREAS, the quality of MaineÕs public schools is essential to the future of our
young people and the growth of the Maine economy; and

WHEREAS, Maine voters have passed Question 1 which will  increase the StateÕs
share of the cost of education and provide property tax relief to local taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, the proposed tax cap law will  reduce municipal revenues; and

WHEREAS, this sudden loss of revenues will  devastate MaineÕs public schools and
municipal services;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education of Saco
hereby records its opposition to the passage of the Palesky Property Tax Cap
Initiative, out of concern for the quality of our schools and the future or our
children.

RESOLVED this day:  October 12, 2004  Voted 5-2 (Jeff Robinson, David Galli). 
Motion passed.

Executive Session
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A motion was made by Michel Ohayon, seconded by Cindy Belanger to move into
Executive Session at 8:45 PM to consider labor contract negotiations pursuant to 1
M.R.S.A. ¤405 (6) (D) and personnel matters 1 M.R.S.A. ¤405 (6) (D).  Voted
unanimously.  Motion passed.

Action(s) as  Result of Executive Session
None

Adjournment
A motion was made by Carol Doyle, seconded by Jean Leach to adjourn at 9:27
PM.  Voted unanimously.  Motion passed.

Minutes prepared by:                                        Respectfully submitted by:

Tonya S. Muchemore, Transcriber                        David Wallace, Interim
Superintendent
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